
Subject: Re: hi do u hav cam?!
Posted by mision08 on Thu, 15 Jun 2006 16:55:02 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Hells Angels and The Bandidos are a big problem, but lets not forget the Mexican
government. From the president himself, on down to the federallis.

Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs
Outlaw motorcycle gangs emerged following World War II. At first, they focused on riding
motorcycles and throwing wild parties, but they increasingly turned to violence. In 1947, a group of
outlaw bikers attending a motorcycle rally destroyed the town of Hollister, California, when one of
its members was arrested. The biker gangs gradually moved into criminal pursuits, often working
closely with the traditional mafia. Today the four major biker gangs are the Hells Angels, the
Outlaws, the Bandidos, and the Pagans. A significant source of income for most biker gangs is
drug trafficking, especially the manufacture and distribution of methamphetamine.

Gang Activities
Although there is considerable debate over what constitutes a gang, there are several
characteristics that seem to be common to the criminal gangs mentioned above. Many of these
modern gangs are highly organized, they exhibit a willingness to use violence to accomplish their
objectives, and they rely heavily on drug trafficking for their major source of income.

Gangs like the Gangster Disciples, the Latin Kings, and Hells Angels are far more organized than
the term "gang" might suggest. Many gangs have a structured hierarchy, complete with
presidents, vice presidents, and secretary treasurers. But they are not as dependent upon their
leadership as traditional organized crime families. Quite often a gang will continue to function
even after its leaders have been convicted and imprisoned. New members are carefully screened
to determine whether they meet the personality traits needed for the violent, secretive world of
gang life. Prospective Hells Angels often take polygraph tests and are required to commit a
witnessed felony in order to prove their loyalty, thus making it extremely difficult for undercover
law enforcement officers to infiltrate the organization.

The nature of their criminal enterprises forces them to create relationships with other criminal
organizations, particularly those who distribute the illegal drugs. They frequently meet with other
gangs to carve up markets, arrange for the sharing of drug shipments, pool money for buying
large shipments of drugs, and negotiate disputes. Some of the larger street gangs have
international connections with suppliers in Colombia, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, and other
countries. The secretive nature of their operations forces them to develop a tight "command and
control" structure. The profits they make from the drug trade enable them to invest in highly
sophisticated technology, such as encryption devices to conceal their communications and a
variety of telecommunications equipment to keep them in constant contact with their suppliers and
with each other.
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Gangs also use weapons to protect their turf and their drug operations from one another. There
was a time when gang members relied on switchblade knives and homemade zip guns. Today,
the huge profits from drug trafficking have given gangs access to wellstocked arsenals of
sophisticated arms, including semiautomatic military assault weapons, .50 caliber machine guns,
and a variety of explosives. Along with the sophisticated weapons comes a willingness to use
them. In fact, it is impossible to join or get ahead in many gangs without committing a certifiable
crime, sometimes including homicide. La Nuestra Familia, a gang of MexicanAmerican convicts,
even keeps their own "Ten Most Wanted List." One can become a "captain" or a "general" in the
organization by murdering someone on the list.

Gangs who, in effect, take over towns and neighborhoods are often able to maintain their drug
distribution networks by demonstrating their superior firepower and their commitment to use
violence to achieve their ends. Gangs have been noted for using violence against witnesses, law
enforcement officers, and prosecutors. A Hells Angels motto, for example, sums up that
organization's cavalier attitude about violence: "Three people can keep a secret, if two are dead."

Many of the criminal gangs involved in drug trafficking have followed a similar pattern: what starts
as a loosely organized outlet for school dropouts and social misfits becomes a tightly organized
criminal enterprise. Among their many criminal activities are murderforhire, auto theft, extortion,
prostitution, and insurance fraud.

But no activity is more profitable than drug trafficking. Because they have every incentive to spend
most of their time and energies on the most profitable part of their business, modern street gangs
have become, to a great extent, smaller versions of the large, international drug groups with
whom they do business. The huge amounts of money that pour in from the drug trade corrupt the
communities in which the gangs live. Ten-year olds have been known to make several hundred
dollars a week just for being lookouts for crack cocaine houses. The enormous profits raise the
stakes in the drug trade, leading to violent battles over turf. The profits also finance the purchase
of sophisticated weaponry and communications technology, often overwhelming law enforcement
agencies in smaller jurisdictions.
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