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Definitions of trench coat on the Web:

A military waterproof coat invented by the British trade at the request of the British War Office
during World War I. Overcoats soaked with rain and mud were too heavy and uncomfortable,
normal raincoats inadequate. Tested against hose-pipes, the proofed material was double
thickness across the back and high storm collars buttoned tight across the front via special straps.
Various metal hooks and D-rings allowed the hanging of equipment, and a tradition was created.
...
www.bensilver.com/style04/about_clothingTerms.htm

Coat of military origin, rainproof, buttoned and tied with belt usually of same fabric. The coat has
many details with pockets, flaps and sometimes epaulettes. examples
www.catwalking.com/editorial/GLOSS/glossary.html

a military style raincoat; belted with deep pockets 
wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn

A trench coat is an enduringly popular item of clothing worn round the world. It is generally made
of heavy duty cotton, drill or poplin, and has a lining which can be removed depending on the
weather. It is a descendant of the heavy serge coats worn by British and French soldiers in World
War I. The classical trench coat was a creation of Thomas Burberry, inventor of gabardine fabric,
who submitted in 1901 a design for an army officer's raincoat to the UK War Office. ...
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_coat
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