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The mechanics of the electoral college, straight from the Constitution:
U.S. Constitution, Article II, Section 1Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature
thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives to which the state may be entitled in the Congress, but no Senator or
Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be
appointed an elector.
This sentence is particularly crucial, which is why I'm commenting on it now.
This gives the power to only the state legislatures to decide how the electors are chosen. If the
legislatures chose, they could lawfully allow people named Bubba Joe to popularly elect the
electors; hell, they don't even have to have a popular vote for electors at all! If they wanted, they
could make it where only the State's governor or General Assembly can appoint electors!

Quote:The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for two persons, of
whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same state as themselves. And they shall
make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the United States, directed
to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The
person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such majority,
and have an equal number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose
by ballot one of them for President; and if no person have a majority, then from the five highest on
the list the said house shall in like manner choose the President. But in choosing the president,
the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum
for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of the
President, the person having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be the
Vice-President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate shall
choose from them by ballot the Vice-President.
This section is further amended by Amendment XII, which changes the last few sentences of that
article, specifically referring to the election of the Vice-President:
Twelfth Amendment to the ConstitutionThe electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote
by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the
same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President,
and in distinct ballots the person voted for Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all
persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number
of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; the President of the
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the
certificates and the votes shall then be counted. The person having the greatest number of votes
for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors
appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest
numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of
Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President,
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the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum
for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Represntatives shall
not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth
day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of
death or other constitutional disability of the President. The person having the greatest number of
votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest on the
list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of
two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be
necessary to a choice. But no person consitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.
There you have it, the mechanics of the electoral college.

Now, explain to me, please, how all of that doesn't "make any sense" nowadays. Be sure you
actually read all of it so you know what you're talking about.
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